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“Why does God test us?”
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'Is a test something that we must take?"
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"Good morning. When I was a university student, I belonged to a Baptist church."
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There was a kendo school near the church, and I often saw elementary school
students passing by the church, carrying their bamboo swords.
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One of such students looked at the church's sign and said with disdain, "What's

this place? Oh, it's a test place. Because it says “ Baputesuto.”
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I guess for those boys, tests were one of the things they disliked (laugh).
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"Oh, it's a test place. "
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We take many tests in life, not just to enter schools or prove qualifications. In our
relationships, aren't we tested or testing others as well?
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I feel like we've been tested by customers every day ever since we opened the café.
Our Google review score fell to 4.8 right after the New Year, but recently it has

revived back to 4.9. Hallelujah!
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So, today, instead of continuing our sermon series on Exodus, [ want to give a

thematic sermon.
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The theme is "Why does God test us?"
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So, I want to start with a simple question. "Is a test something that we must take?"
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“Why does God test us?”
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'Is a test something that we must take?"
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“To know our true personality “
“To grow in our walk of faith”
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The answer is YES, so that we can know our true personality and grow in our walk

of faith, just like the people who appear in the Bible.
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Let me talk about what happened at the café last week. It was just when I was
looking for a good example to explain "Why does God test us?"
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On that day, I was a bit concerned about the afternoon shift, which included
Hayao, Rei-chan, and myself. I'll explain why I was concerned.
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Hayao recently joined the staff and was in the process of learning and developing
his skills. And Rei-chan, working only once or twice a week, wasn't fully updated
with the recent operational changes.
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Of course, I wasn't much help either.
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That day was very slow in the morning, and it remained slow in the afternoon, so
the shift was sufficient. However, Hiroko-san, who is a significant force, left the
shift for a two-hour Zoom meeting.
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Now, God seemed to target this time to send us customers like a typhoon one
after another. We were completely swamped.
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By the way, although I said earlier I was concerned about the shift, each person has
good qualities. Hayao is very friendly towards customers and can also speak to them
in English. And he is humble enough to acknowledge his mistake right away if he
makes one.
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Rei-chan has the strength to stay positive and tackle anything without getting
discouraged. And about me, I have a loud voice (laugh).
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As a result, despite making some mistakes, they all displayed their strengths and
superbly overcame the typhoon. The café restored its tranquility as if nothing had

happened.
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I am convinced that God tested them to foster their growth and to allow them to
showcase their unique natures.
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In the Bible, there is a Hebrew word equivalent to "test," which is "bachan." This
word means to test to see if something functions correctly or someone has learned
something sufficiently.
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This is just like tests in the world that check how well we understand something,
test whether machines are working, or test our abilities to perform surgery or

drive a car.
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There's another important word that means "test." It's "nacah."
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"Nacah" carries a strong implication of challenging a person's traits, and through
this test, one comes to discover more of "their true self."
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A person who took this "nacah" test many times appears in the Bible. That person

is David, the second king of Israel.
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Young David was anointed by the prophet Samuel to be the future king, but he
needed more than 10 years of training before he could actually be crowned.
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First, David was tested as a shepherd to see if he would do his best in the duties
given to him.
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Through this test, it became clear that David was faithful to his duties.
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Next, in his battle with the giant Goliath, David was tested to see what would
make him angry. This trait was inherent to him, but it became more pronounced
after this event, and David started to exhibit his unique qualities.
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David was angry at Goliath's mockery of God's name.

David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and

javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the

armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 1 Samuel 17:45
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The next test David faced was a test of obedience to the authority that God had
established.
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David had two opportunities to take revenge on King Saul, who had tried to kill
him. But David never attempted to harm the anointed one.
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However, once he became king, David failed the following test. It involved an
affair with a subordinate's wife. He even tried to hide his sin by arranging the
perfect crime to kill his subordinate. As a result, he lost his son.
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When a prophet confronted him with his sin, David deeply repented before God.
This repentance is preserved as Psalm Chapter 51.
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This sincere repentance very much reflects "David-ness." It represents his
absolute honesty about his sin.
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"My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will
not despise. (Psalm 51:17)"
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As a man myself, when [ imagine if [ were to fall into the same situation as David,
[ don't think I could continue to stand on the mission field without God's
protection. Please, everyone, pray that I won't fall into the devil's trap.
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David failed another test. He began to rely more on the size of his forces than on
the power of God. As a result, he lost 70,000 people to a plague.
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This time, David regained the heart of a shepherd as mentioned in 2 Samuel 24:17.
He showed his willingness to sacrifice his own life to protect the sheep, and God
regarded it as good.
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When David saw the angel who was striking down the
people, he said to the LORD, “I have sinned; I, the
shepherd, have done wrong. These are but sheep. What
have they done? Let your hand fall on me and my family.”
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King David is later seen as a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ. And Jesus passed all
the tests, with the greatest and final test being death on the cross.
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Because He is with us, we will never fall in tests. Even if we fail tests many times,
we just need to start over.
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Jesus Christ
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i4237:23-24 Psalms 37:23-24
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The LORD makes firm the steps of the one who delights in
him;though he may stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD
upholds him with his hand.
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'T'll end today's message with this story."
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"It's about a test that Hiroko-san and I experienced."
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"I believe it was the decisive moment of the birth of HPC."
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"As many of you know, as of June 2019, I was not a pastor. I was a Christian, who,
dare I say it, was disheartened and had lost hope."
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"Does such a Christian exist?" some might ask, so I will answer. "Yes. There are
many such Christians throughout Japan."
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"And my wife Hiroko-san had grown tired of such a husband and had stopped
expecting anything from him."
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"Does such a Christian wife exist?" you might want to ask. "Yes. There are probably
a lot of them."
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So the test came suddenly, without any warning.
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A group of about 50 Christians from Orlando, Florida, spent six weeks in Kyoto,
preaching the word of Jesus, and as a result, two young Japanese men came to

believe in Jesus and were baptized.
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To follow up their baptisms, we were faced with the decision for us to establish a
church and for me to become a pastor. Of course, we could have refused and just

referred them to an appropriate church.
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Initially, I thought it was completely impossible to found a church because I wasn't a
pastor. I told the American Christians, "In Japan, if someone who is not a pastor tries
to run a church, there's a risk that people may consider it a cult."
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"Then they said, ""We'll appoint you as pastor."
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But I raised an objection. Because I had never studied at a seminary, I firmly
believed that a person like me could not possibly serve as a pastor.
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We were trapped by the common sense of the world. I myself used to be the kind
of person who would check church websites to see which seminary a pastor

graduated from.
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For example, if a website said the pastor had received their doctoral degree from
Trinity Seminary in the US, I would think that this pastor must be trustworthy.
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In that sense, I knew very well that just because I was appointed as pastor, it didn't
mean I could suddenly become a trustworthy pastor. In other words, "I'm not fit to be a

pastor." That was my mindset.
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However, on that night, during our last meeting with them, a verse from the Bible
jumped out at me.
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When I read this, I decided to take on this test.
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Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the
church of God, which he bought with his own blood.
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The first reason was, if the Holy Spirit had not made me as an overseer, I would
surely fall sooner or later. If I fell, I'd have to quit then.
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Second, a church should not belong to me or anyone else because it was what Jesus
acquired with His shed blood. So, I realized that my role was only to focus on

"keeping watch."
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The phrase "keep watch" includes meanings such as "to pay attention, to be cautious,
to be dedicated, and to be considerate."
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I am, by nature, cautious and a person of hospitality who pays attention and is
considerate to those around me.
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For example, even when I'm invited to a banquet just as a guest, I try to figure out
where the emergency exits are, where the restrooms are, and which route would be
the best to escape. Then, many people would casually ask me, "How do I get to this
place?" I would respond with a full smile, "Would you like me to show you the way?"
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What I want to say is, I was able to convince myself that living the life of an
attentive overseer felt so true to who I am —it's so me!
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Also, my willingness to take on something I had never done made me secretly

smile and think, "It's so me!"
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After the church started, I applied to a seminary. I was required to submit "a pastor's
recommendation,”" but I couldn't find a suitable person, so I ended up

recommending myself. I thought, "It's so me!"

ZNLDRIER 1DRIEO LLAEEZ D] EoPITERDET,

HBRDAIRIAN] EOZATARKDFENPOLT A P 22IFMOTAHATLESI N,

My friend! Please try accepting a test from the hand of Jesus. It will be an

opportunity for vou to "live as vour true self."
PP y y y
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It's because Jesus knows you the best, loves you dearly, and wishes for you to live
as your true self.
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If your life revolved around wanting to be like someone else, you would never
live a happy life. What others have is not yours.
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"What you have, that is the gift God has given you. Please take note of that. The
Bible says, ""Enter through the narrow gate."" (Matthew 7:23)God tests you so that

you can live as your true self. [ pray."
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Prayer

Are you living true to who you are? And do you want to know what it means to
be your true self? Please consider placing your trust in Jesus Christ. Since people
were made in God's image, you cannot reclaim your true nature without believing
in God.

God has given you the gift of "your true self." Rather than wanting what others
have, please seek out the irreplaceable gift that has been given to you. Do not fear
the "tests" or "trials" you encounter; instead, embrace them as they come from the
hand of Jesus.

In doing so, you may regain your true self and live a happy life.

Now, let me ask you,

Is there anyone who wants to trust in Jesus Christ to reclaim their true self? If you
are that person, please raise your right hand. I would like to pray for you.
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