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1Good morning.

I want to share two stories from last Sunday.

One 1s about a Christian family of three from America who participated in our worship at
the counter seats.
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They happend to be here at the Bridge for breakfast. And they were

amazed and touched to know that there would be worship service here
afterwards.
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I had to be in the kitchen that morning because one of the stuff members
did not come because she misunderstood her working shift. But that was part

of God’ s plan.
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They and I talked about many things. And they told us that they are in
prayer ministry at their home church in the US.
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They asked me what they could pray for us. The husband, and the wife, and the
daughter, the three of them were in tears for the whole time. They must have been

overwhelmed by the greatness of God. This is the picture that was taken as
a remembrance of that day.
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Another one is, that this i1is something personal but, it was the 34th
anniversary of our marriage for Hiroko san and I. We got married in a

season when Cherry blossom blooms. Actually it is about this time when
Hiiroko san was born.
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So after the service, we went out to see Sakura, and had a little fancy
dinner than usual and celebrated together just by the two of us.
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Anyway, there is a famous song that says, “Cherry blossoms fall, cherry

blossoms that remain also fall,” which means that no matter how beautiful
and lovely the cherry blossoms are now, they will surely fall someday.
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8-2 The lives that we live here on earth will surely come to an end. That 1s inevitable. In
Hebrew 9:27, 1t 1s written, ”Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to face
judgment,* This 1s the will of God the 1s ordained.
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My brothers and sisters,

never perish, spoil or fade away.”

¢ b

Let” s Keep in heaven for you an inheritance that can
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Just as people are destined to die o

to face judgment,
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We had an Easter celebration two weeks ago, but how are we applying the
resurrection life of Jesus Chirst into our daily life? 1 hope that you

will make “the living a life of faith in resurrection” your own life
style.
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I hope that each of you will discover the power of the resurrection in your
daily life. Because the Christian life does not end with just accepting the
salvation of the cross. It does not graduate after receiving a baptism. It

is a life that continues to be transformed by receiving the power of Jesus’
resurrection. This is called the “renewal of the gospel.
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And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you
are still in your sins.
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By the way, after listening to a good sermon that Alex gave last week, that made me
really think about this. I realized that how very important to know the will of God 1s
and how difficult to receive it as our own, and do it.
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I have been thinking about why it 1s so difficult for this week. This 1s how the todays sermon
was birthed. There might be some overlaps that Alex had already talked about, but I believe
that it 1s important in Christian life, so I would like to share the grace with you in the way it

was shown to me by God.
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I W111 start with the conclusion.
We are all unable to receive and do the will of God because we have sinful natures

in our bodies. Even if we try to do His will, yours, and mine five senses and yours,
and my flesh will fight against us with all its might. The 5 senses and instincts
make you and me cling to what feels comfortable to you and to me.
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Even i1f the soul i1s saved from sin, it still carries the sin nature in us until the body 1is
transformed by the resurrection. Therefore, during our life on earth, we must continue to fight

against opposing force, the flesh.
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Even if we try to do His will, yours, and mine five senses and yours,
and my flesh will fight against us with all its might. The 5 senses
and instincts make you and me cling to what feels comfortable to

you and to me.
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17 So when you become a Christian and try to live according to the Bible, you will
have a conflict with the habit you have been living with. Please take heart. that you
are a normal and healthy Christian.

Are you following me so far?

Let me give you a very simple example.
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Suppose, for example, that it has been given to you as the will of God to fast and
pray for the "healing of the sick". We will not discuss whether such a thing actually

happen this time.
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However the person likes to eat very much and gets sick if he skips one meal. Even
if he starts fasting to do the Will of God, but he will soon become hungry and his
"five senses and instincts,” =his flesh will rise up in him, and he will give up and

say, “not this time but next time. “
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Everyone, Please consider what [ am going to say. What do you think?
What is the difference between being saved and continue being saved?
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Everybody will say, I believe in Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior, and
my sins are forgiven and | have become a citizen of heaven, and that is

enough for me.” Yes, that’ s right. That is good enough.







WLPL. HDATHL EFEW, EPIZHRTEEZALELGREIZITKTL L 9,
L2L. BONEETDORERS, H FIZBWTRBLIEOWEITHKA. WED
RV L NEZRARIT ST L X EIRZT & T,

But I still want to say this. You will surely go to heaven after you
die. But if you just are in a sate of being saved, You will still have
to suffer being slaved to your sinful nature, and you will have to
continue to fight your flesh in your walk of life here one earth .
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[ am not saying this to confuse you or make your afraid. The Bible says
clearly,
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”For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on
doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, 1t 1s no longer I who do it, but it 1s sin living

in me that does it.”
Romans 7:19-20
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This is a letter written by Paul, the apostle who wrote one third of the
New Testament to the Church in Rome. Let’ scallit” Romans 7 Christians.”
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For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not
want to do—this I keep on doing. Now if I do what I do not
want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in
me that does it.
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after he has believed in Jesus Christ and been saved. Then you may want

to ask, What 1i1s the difference between before being saved and after
being saved?
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Today, | would like to share with you my “Yuzu Daikon theory.” This is
my theory, so please keep this between us. Please don’ t tell it

anywhere else. | don’ t think there is a pastor who talks about this
kind of theory. (lol)
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To put 1t a little more academically, the context of the person's "life has been
changed before and after salvation, and I will explain this using “Yuzu Daikon.”
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Please be patient. Have you ever heard of this “Yuzu Daikon” ? | have brought
the actual one today. It is a famous Pickle for Kyoto. (Kyotsukemono) It is
as a matte of fact whether you like it or not, but I personally like it

very much. | can eatitas much as | want.
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show you the process of how it is being made. I did not go to *

Daiyasu san” to see the process in person, so I am not 100 percent sure
but I assume that it will look like this.
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First, cut Daikon into small pieces of 4 cm lengths. Cut the peel a little
thicker. Cut lengthwise 1nto clap-slices about 1cm long. Place the daikon pieces 1n a plastic
bag and add 2 teaspoons of salt and rub it over the bag. Tie at top of the bag while
removing air. At this time, the pungent flavor(Strong and sharp flavor) in the daikon will
be going out.
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After a while, squeeze them, rinse them in cold water, put them into a colander, and wipe
them dry well. At this point, the daikon still looks the same, but the pungency of daikon 1s
gone.
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Then put them in a Ziplock and add the squeezed juice of Yuzu, and rice

vinegar, sugar, salt and the peel of Yuzu and Dashi konmbu and let them
soak in 1it.
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When it i1s being soaked well, the umami of Dashi, and the flavor of Yusu

will be transferred into Daikon, there will be beautiful Yuzu Daikon
made ready for you.
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In the same way, at the point of believing in Jesus Christ and becoming
a Christian, the inside of us is not yet filled with enough resurrection
power to overcome sin. That’ s why we sometimes lose the battle against
the sin nature.
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But gradually, as the power of the resurrection permeates into our souls, we are
more able to win the battle against sin. Then, the character of Christ will begin to
overtlow from the inside and have a positive influence on those around us.
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This 1is what 1is called, the <condition of continued salvation or

spiritual growth of Christians, or sanctification. In Yuzu daikon way,
it 1s the condition of being soaked well.
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[ want to explain a little bit more.
Your 1nitial condition of salvation begins with repentance of sin and believing in Jesus
Christ as your Savior! In Yuzu daikon way, it 1s the condition of being rubbed with salt,
and the pungency (bitterness, strong and sharp taste) is being released. Look at this ziplock.
This 1s the condition. You can still eat. You will go to heaven.
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continue being saved

7V AFr vy DEHREK
spiritual growth of Christians
4L

sahctification




3RIC, A TAFEDFICE EFEVRITAZEIZLE ST, ZOANDOBIZTHFY A FOD
HIED MDY BIAATNWEFET, ZOLEEVEITAEWVNSIZ N, DT RIBT
=59 & ZADEITIAFZDIREETT,

Next, by continuing to abide in the love of Jesus, a soul of the person 1s imbued with the
power of Christ's resurrection. This continued abiding 1s, the condition of Yuzu daikon’s

being soaked well.
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Daikon 1itself 1is not doing anything. [t 1is just siting and being
soaked/immersed in the goodness of Dashi and the fragrance of Yuzu.
Likewise, Christians are simply immersed in the love and character of Jesus. Simply put,
they are in a state of joy and thankful for their fellowship with Jesus.
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God is love. Whoever lives in love lives i
them.
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Look at this Ziploc over here. This well-pickled yuzu daikon looks the
same as the previous one, but its contents are completely different.
LLikewise, Christians who continue to rejoice and be thankful for their
fellowship with Jesus will be transformed into Christ-likeness, and
those that are filled with the power of the resurrection. Which do you

hope to become?
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Let’ s apply this specifically to doing the will of God.
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Let’ s read the word of the Bible from last week.

” Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances;

for this is God’ s will for you in Christ Jesus. “
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
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Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
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Like Alex said it earlier, it is clearly written here of the will of God
that God expects.

The expectations of God include giving thanks in all things, but many people do not
follow this expectation.
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We always try to rejoice, but every time something worries us and we can't rejoice.
Sometimes, I even feel annoyed when we see people who are happy.
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We try to pray continually but when we try to pray in silence, we fall asleep or we get
distracted by other things and we cannot focus on prayer.
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Then, We try to be thankful in all things but we complain all the time.
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Now, I want you to remember ‘“‘the well soaked Yuzu Daikon”

First, remember what Jesus has done for you one by one, and rejoice.
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Then, Remember how sinful you were. Thank Jesus for sacrificing his life for you. I
encourage you to read the Psalm aloud.



503C. TIAOPETCHEELRDOTTR, [WIRR] FAELTEL-TILS
W, BRI EEEICLT. Elawv. fivas/hNEhrsr—7%F-TK
ZEV, FAT7 7N =7RBMENLEDHREE T T,

Now, this i1s the very important thing here. Get together with other Yuzu daikon friends.
Confess your weaknesses, and encourage one other, make a small group to pray for one
another. It 1s also a good 1dea to join a life group.
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The important point 1s to always to keep it confidential and create an environment where
you feel comfortable talking with one another. And be honest there. Always pray in Jesus'
name at the beginning and end, avoid gossip, and talk about yourself.
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For example, this 1s something we check with the group that meets on Tuesdays.

Please let me know if you are not in any of the groups. I will introduce you to a group you
may join.
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Becoming a Christian does not deny your previous life. Daikon’s life 1s still a daikon’s life.
But the context of life has been changed from being just a daikon to being a Yuzu daikon.
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You will live not just a story of daikon with the pungency but a fragrant story of Yuzu
daikon well immersed in Dashi.
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it means that instead of a life contorlled by sin that lives in us, we have been liberated by

the power of Christ's resurrection and transformed into a life to be lived toward the hope of

resurrection.
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It means that instead of a life controlled by sin that
lives in us, we have been liberated by the power of
Christ's resurrection and transformed into a life to be
lived toward the hope of resurrection.
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We will read Roman 8. Let’s call it “Roman 8 Christian.”
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"And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised

Christ from the
lives in you.*
Romans 8:11

dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who
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And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is
living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also

give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives
in you.
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According to the Bible, sin is still living in us but the Holy Spirit also 1s living inside of us.
And the Spirit will give life to our mortal bodies just like Christ.
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Now let’s read verse 13.
“For 1f you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
misdeeds of the body, you will live.*
Romans 8:13
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For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by
the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you
will live.
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As it 1s written here, 1f we live under the control of the flesh( the 5 senses and instincts) we
will not be able to do the will of God, but we surrender to the Holy Spirit and get out of
our self-centeredness, we will be able to do the will of God.
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And 1t 1s promised that the Holy Spirit will help us. Let’s read verse 26.
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"In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to

pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.*
Romans 8:26
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In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do
not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us through wordless groans.
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There 1s unlimited hope in this intercession. Jesus who searches and knows our
weaknesses send us another helper, who 1s the Holy Spirit and interceding for us. This 1s
called, “Roman 8 Christians. “ I encourage you to go one step forward from “Romans 7
Christians.”
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My Daikon Friends, please encourage one another with hope. You are never fighting
alone. The Holy Spirit stand by you.
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Please say this to a person next to you *“ You are not fighting alone.”
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By the way, I haven’t long been able to understand the meaning of “ a holy kiss” in 2
Corinthians 13:12. This is because we do not have a custom of hugging or kissing in
Japan, I was not sure how we will be able to apply this to our life.
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“ You are not fighting alone.”
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Greet one another with a holy kiss. All God’s people here
send their greetings.
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I assume this means the distance(space) of closeness. The reason why I say this is written
in the next verse.
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"May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.*
2 Corinthians 13:14
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May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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This shows the relationship of the trinity of God.

It 1s written, that Jesus, and the Father and the Holy Spirit 1s fellowshipping intimately.
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Theologically, this 1s the most difficult part, but I see it as the condition where “ we are
different individuals, but there 1s unity among us.”
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A chair that now you are sitting on 1s separate. We are not sitting on one same chair. There
are some distance between us, but there 1s unity in this place.
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Church 1s a community where we love one another, and encourage one another, and pray
for one another 1n the love of Christ. Be immersed 1n the love, and holoiness, and warmth
of Jesus here. It will gradually permeate into you. I will pray.



B, LIEWEES #2700 T, LEKRWEZIToTVE T,
BRBAATLESZZNILZLTNDRG, ZN2fToTVLHDEF. IR TR S,
DS BI{EATHSIETY,

For I do not do the good I want to do, but the evil I do not want to do—this I keep on
doing. Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it, but it is sin living in
me that does it.
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Yet, even so, I am grateful that through the death and resurrection of Jesus, I have been
clothed with the righteousness of Christ, and God treats me as forgiven.
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And furthermore, I am thankful that the Holy Spirit continues to encourage us and
transform us to be more like Christ. May you be deeply soaked in His love this week as
well. In Jesus' name, I pray. Amen.
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